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Species compositions of plant communities dominated by dwarf bamboos
in Tateyama Mountains, Central Japan

Megumi Yoshida & Kazuomi Takahashi

Botanic Gardens of Toyama,
42 Kamikutsuwada, Fuchu-machi, Toyama 939-2713, Japan

Abstract: Species compositions at three plots with dense dwarf bamboos was surveyed in
the Tateyama Mountains, Toyama Pref.,, Central Japan. In the three plots, Midagahara
(2,020 m), Muredo-yama (2,484 m), and Murodo-daira (2,440 m), shrub layers were
dominated by Sasa kurilensis, S. senanensis, and S. spiculosa, respectively. Because of
shading by dwarf bamboos, the number of species observed was small (9 to 12) and
coverage of the herbaceous layer was very low (less than 5%). Invasion of dwarf bamboos
may result in reduction of plant species diversity in alpine vegetation. To evaluate the
extent of expansion of dwarf bamboo communities in the Tateyama Mountains, further
studies using historic aerial photographs are needed.
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